5 Day Devotional

Day 1: When the Wine Runs Out

Devotional

Have you ever felt like the party was over? Maybe it was a relationship that ended, a dream that died, or
simply the weight of daily struggles that |eft you feeling empty. In John 2, we find a wedding celebration
where the unthinkable happened - they ran out of wine. In that culture, this wasn't just embarrassing; it
meant the celebration was finished.

This moment captures something profound about the human experience. We al face times when our
personal ‘wine' runs out - when joy feels distant, hope seemslost, and life feels more like surviving than
celebrating. Perhaps you're in one of those seasons right now, where the things that once brought you
happiness have lost their power to satisfy.

But here's the beautiful truth: Jesus chose this as His first recorded miracle not by accident, but by design.
He could have healed the sick or raised the dead first, but instead, He chose to address our emptiness. This
tells us something incredible about God's heart - He cares about our joy, our celebrations, and our deepest
longings for fulfillment.

When the wine runs out in your life, remember that thisis exactly when Jesus shows up. He doesn't wait
for usto have it al together or to bein a perfect place. He meets usin our emptiness, in our ordinary
moments, and He transforms them into something extraordinary.

BibleVerse
'On the third day awedding took place at Canain Galilee. Jesus mother was there, and Jesus and his
disciples had also been invited to the wedding.’ - John 2:1-2

Reflection Question

What area of your life feels ‘'empty’ right now, and how might Jesus want to meet you in that specific place
of need?

Quote
Without the Christ, the wine has run out. We are empty. We are empty. And when we humble ourselves
and say, lord, fill me. Oh, he does.

Prayer
Lord Jesus, thank Y ou that Y ou see my emptiness and care about every area of my life where the 'wine has

run out.' Help me to trust that Y ou specialize in transformation and that my empty places are opportunities
for Y our miraculous work. Amen.

Day 2: From Ritual to Relationship

Devotional



The six stone water jars at the wedding weren't just random containers - they were specifically used for
Jewish ceremonial washing. These jars represent something many of us can relate to: going through the
motions of religious activity without experiencing the heart transformation that God desires.

Maybe you've found yourself in this place - attending church, saying prayers, following rules, but feeling
spiritually dry inside. The number six in Jewish culture represented incompleteness, and these jars
perfectly symbolize our human attempts to make ourselves clean and acceptable to God through our own
efforts.

But Jesus had a different plan. Instead of using these jars for more ceremonial washing, He filled them
with something entirely new - the finest wine anyone had ever tasted. This wasn't just about providing
refreshment for a party; it was a powerful statement about what He came to do in our lives.

Jesus doesn't want us stuck in empty religious rituals. He wants to transform our hearts from the inside out.
The same power that turned water into wine is available to turn our dry, routine faith into a vibrant,
life-giving relationship with Him. When we invite Jesus into our spiritual emptiness, He doesn't just patch
things up - He creates something entirely new and beautiful.

The transformation Jesus offers isn't about trying harder or doing more religious activities. It's about
surrendering our empty efforts and allowing Him to fill us with His presence and purpose.

BibleVerse
‘Jesus said to the servants, "Fill the jars with water"; so they filled them to the brim." - John 2:7

Reflection Question
Arethere areas in your spiritual life where you've been going through the motions rather than experiencing
genuine relationship with Jesus?

Quote
Thisritual purification is not going to get people a place that at the banquet by ourselves. We may go
through the rituals, but it's only Christ who cleans us and makes usfit for the seat at the banquet.

Prayer
Father, | don't want to settle for empty religious ritual. Transform my heart and fill the dry placesin my

spiritual lifewith Your living presence. Help me move from mere duty to joyful relationship with Y ou.
Amen.

Day 3: The Master of the Feast

Devotional



When the master of the banquet tasted the water that had become wine, he was amazed. He called the
bridegroom aside and said something remarkable: 'Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the
cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.'

This statement reveals something beautiful about how Jesus worksin our lives. While the world often
promises us the best first and then delivers disappointment, Jesus operates in the opposite way. He saves
the best for those who trust Him, even when circumstances ook impossible.

Perhaps you've experienced this pattern in the world - relationships that started strong but faded, jobs that
promised fulfillment but left you empty, or pursuits that seemed exciting but ultimately disappointed. The
world's wine always runs out, and what seemed like the best often turns bitter.

But Jesus isthe Master of the feast of life. When we surrender our emptiness to Him, He doesn't just give
us something adequate - He gives us His absolute best. His joy doesn't fade with time; it deepens. His
peace doesn't depend on circumstances; it transcends them. His love doesn't diminish; it grows stronger.

The miracle at Cana points us forward to the ultimate feast - the wedding supper of the Lamb, where Christ
will be united with His bride, the church, forever. Asbelievers, we're not just guests at this feast; we are
the bride He loves so deeply that He gave Hislife for us.

Bible Verse
'‘And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "Thisis my body given for you;
do thisin remembrance of me."" - Luke 22:19

Reflection Question
How have you experienced Jesus saving 'the best for last' in your own life, and what does this teach you
about trusting His timing?

Quote
Jesus is the master of the banquet. He isthe Lord of the feast.

Prayer
Jesus, thank Y ou for being the Master of my life's feast. Help me trust that Y our best is yet to come, even

when | can't seeit. Thank You for loving me as Y our bride and preparing an eternal celebration for us.
Amen.

Day 4: Dressed for the Wedding

Devotional



In Revelation 19, we get a glimpse of the ultimate wedding celebration where the bride of Christ - that's us,
the church - isdressed in fine linen, bright and clean. But here's the beautiful part: this wedding dressisn't
something we earned or created ourselves. It's a gift from the groom.

Think about a bride on her wedding day. The dress has away of transforming her, making her radiant and
beautiful in away that takes everyone's breath away. That's exactly how Christ sees His church - not
because of our perfection, but because of the righteousness He clothes us with.

Many of us struggle with feeling unworthy or not good enough for God's love. We look at our failures, our
weaknesses, our ordinary lives, and wonder how God could possibly love us. But the miracle of the gospel
isthat Christ doesn't love us because we're beautiful - we become beautiful because He loves us.

When you put your faith in Jesus, He doesn't see your past mistakes or current struggles. He seesyou
clothed in His righteousness, radiant and perfect in His sight. Y ou become part of His beloved bride,
prepared for the greatest celebration in all of history.

Thisisn't about religion or trying to earn God's favor through good works. It's about relationship - the most
intimate, loving relationship possible. Christ gave His life so that you could be His bride, and He's
preparing a feast that will never end.

Bible Verse

'Let usrejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has
made herself ready. Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear.' - Revelation 19:7-8

Reflection Question

How does knowing that Christ sees you as His beautiful bride change the way you view yourself and your
relationship with Him?

Quote
We are the bride of Christ. That's how much he loves his church. We're not perfect, we're not beautiful or
whatever it might be, but we're his bride. That's how he looks at his people.

Prayer
Lord Jesus, thank Y ou for clothing mein Y our righteousness and seeing me as Y our beloved bride. Help
me to see myself through Y our eyes and live in the confidence of Y our unchanging love. Amen.

Day 5: The Invitation Still Stands

Devotional



The miracle at Canawasn't just about one wedding celebration in a small town - it was a preview of the
greatest invitation ever extended. God continues to pass out invitations to the ultimate wedding feast, and
theinvitation isfor 'any and all." No matter who you are, where you've been, or what you've done, the
invitation has your name on it.

Maybe you've felt like you're on the outside looking in, like God's love and joy are for other people but not
for you. Perhaps you've been carrying shame, guilt, or a sense that you're too broken for God to use or
love. But the beautiful truth isthat Christ specializesin transformation - changing us from glory to glory.

When you confess your sins and put your faith in Jesus Christ, something miracul ous happens. The Holy
Spirit moves in, and you become that beautiful bride we talked about yesterday. Y our emptinessis filled
with His presence, your mourning is turned into dancing, and your life becomes part of His eternal
celebration.

The joy of the Lord becomes your strength, and it's attractive and magnetic to others who are still
searching for meaning and purpose. Following Jesus isn't boring - it's the most exciting adventure possible
because Christ journeys with us through every season of life.

Theinvitation is still open. The feast is prepared. Christ is waiting to transform your water into wine, your
emptinessinto fullness, your ordinary life into something extraordinary. Will you accept His invitation
today?

Bible Verse
"The Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let the one who hears say, "Come!" Let the one who is thirsty
come; and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of life." - Revelation 22:17

Reflection Question
What is holding you back from fully accepting and living in the joy of Christ'sinvitation to be part of His
eternal feast?

Quote
God continues to pass out the invitations to any and all. Come to the wedding feast. Come to the wedding
feast.

Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank Y ou for the invitation to Y our eternal feast. Help meto fully embrace the joy and
transformation Y ou offer. Fill my emptiness with Y our presence and use my lifeto invite othersto
experience Your love. Amen.



